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Class of '90 challenged
'not to get all you can,
but to give all you can'
by George LaTour
Reflecting their concern over the much
publicized state fiscal woes, graduating
Rhode Island College social work students hoisted two large yellow banners
over the heads of their nearly 1,000 fellow
graduates on May 19 when Gov. Edward
D. DiPrete mounted the podium to extend
official greetings to the Class of 1990.
The banners, held aloft by students
donned in full black academic robes,
read: "RIC Social Work Students say
Don't Starve Human Services" and
"Keep Human Service Funds Flowing."

Nevertheless, it was a day for wluch
many were thankful, it being one of the
few this spring on which it didn't rain.

The Challenge
"Today, I call on you to define 'The
Promise of Tomorrow.' I call on you to
speak out for what you believe in even if
your voice is the only voice,'' Richard M.
Oster of Barrington, an honorary degree
recipient, told the graduates in the commencement address.
"Don't be timid or shy about what you
believe. Too many politicians and businessmen sacrifice leadership because
they're afraid to stand for what they think
is right,'' he told the graduates.
"Remember! The challenge of your
generation is not to get all you can, but to
give all you can," said Oster.
"For il is your generation that will
define the future, and on that definition
will rest the history of the next century,''
he added.
Oster, president and chief executive officer of Cookson America Inc., a subsidiary of the Cookson Group out of London,
England, which manufactures a wide
range of industrial materials in locations
throughout the world, was awarded an
honorary doctor of public service d_egree.

SENIOR LEE KARVONEN dons one
of his artworks at Commencement.
Shortly thereafter, newly appointed
President John Nazarian told the graduates and the several thousand family
members and friends as well as members
of the academic community attending the
commencement exercises on the campus
esplanade that he hoped the state would
find a solution to the present fiscal problems and, thereby, find sufficient funds
for all three of the insitutions of higher
learning in the state system.
The statement brought loud applause
from the audience.
Both DiPrete and Henry J. Nardone,
acting chairman of the state Board of Governors for Higher Education, extended
congratulations to the graduating class
and to the College's new president.
"Behind every successful student is a
proud and somewhat surprised parent,"
quipped Nardone, who went on to provide
the graduates a slice of life from the time
when he was a student; i.e. before TV.
Again, the audience was receptive as it
would be throughout the several-hourlong ceremonies, which were held under
partly sunny but not overly warm skies. A
brisk wind occasionally sent chills
through the crowd sitting and standing
around and behind the graduates.

' I call on you
to speak out
for what you believe in
even if your voice
is the only voice, '
Oster told
the graduates.
Other honorary degrees
Other honorary degree recipients and
their degrees were:
Gordon Parks, renowned former Life
magazine photographer, who established
himself as one of the · most significant
black photographers in' the United States,
doctor of fine arts;
Margaret T. Burroughs, an artist, educator, museum director and author whose
dedication to youth is exemplified by her
work for the South Side Chicago community, doctor of public service;
Dith Pran, New lork Tunes photographer, whose life in Cambodia became
the basis of the award-winning movie,
The Killing Fields, doctor of public service.
(continued on page 11)

'DREAM' SCENE: Charles Smith and Jorin Burr in a scene from 'A Midsummer
Night's Dream' by Shakespeare which will be staged by RIC Smmner Theater in
July. (What's Nev.--sPhoto by Gordon E. Rowley)

RIC Summer Theatre to present
Shakespeare's 'The Tempest' and
'A Midsummer Night's Dream'
Two of the works of William
Shakespeare, whom contemporary Ben
Johnson prophesied " ... was not of an
age, but for all time,'' will be presented
this July by Rhode Island College Summer Theatre.
A Midsummer Night's Dream will be
staged July 12, 14 and 20, and The Tempest July 13, 19 and 21, both in Roberts
Hall auditorium starting at 8 p.m.

The last of the Shakespeare comedies,
111e Tempest, described as "one of the

finest and rarest'' of his works, was written with lightness, grace and fancy.
"It is technically one of the greatest
plays ever written,'' says Clive Barnes for
the New York Tunes, in reference to a New
York Shakespeare Festival production.

The first, Shakespeare's shimmering
fantasy with its title's promise of moondrenched magic, was the comedy written
after the author's renown with the royal
Histories and with Romeo and Juliet "but
while he was still young and overflowing
with the rustic memories of his Stratford
boyhood."
It is a comedy set in an enchanted wood
inhabited by dancing fairies, sweethearts
befuddled with love potions and a group
of country bumpkins rehearsing a preposterous play.
In effect, his comedy is a picnic, all of
a soft summer's night.

With wit and -incomparably lovely
flights of poetry, the Bard interwove in
this entertaining trifle four light-hearted
stories .
One deals with the quarrel of Oberon
and Titania, the king and queen of the
Fairies; a second with the mix-ups of the
four "mortals" resulting from mischievous Puck's having given a love potion to
the wrong man; a third with the rehearsals
of the immortal Bottom and his fellow
clowns of their mock tragedy; and the
fourth with the wedding party of the Duke
of Athens and his bride.

"It is nothing but the vehicle for one
man's vengeance, then his forgiveness,
and, finally, restatement of a new society.
"It is a mysterious play of ordeals and
compassion, of music and visions, of
magic and humanity,'' wrote Barnes.
Tickets for both shows are $10. For
more information, call 456-8060.
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Focus on the Faculty and Staff

WILLIAM HURRY JR.
_ William H. Hurry, Jr., dean of admissions and financial aid and North
Scituate resident, was recently elected to
serve a three year term as the New England regionally elected representative to
the College _Scholarhip Service Council
a't the New England regional meeting of
the College Entrance Examination Board
and College Scholarship Service Assembly.
The College Soholarship Service
· Council, consisting of 22 members from
across the nation, guides the affairs of
the College Scholarship Assembly. The
CSS Assembly is unique in the governance strncture of the College Board and
is composed of over 1,500 institutional
representatives. The Council is assisted
by several standing committees and occasional ad hoc committees and reports annually to the CSS Assembly. The
Council exercises responsibility for advising College Scholarship Service Staff
about forms and services design, delivery, and pricing.
The College Scholarship Service was
brought into being 5 years ago to create
a new system of financial aid delivery
based on the then revolutionary idea that
financial assistance should be awarded as
a function of the financial need of the
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student and his or her family. Today, this
idea guides the distribution of some $27
billion a year in student financial aid,
awarded on the basis of the more than
3.2 million Financial Aid Forms processed this past year.
Nursing professor Patricia A. Beezer,
of North Providence, was installed as
president of Delta Upsilon during ceremonies at the Inn-at-the-Crossings in
Warwick recently. Delta Upsilon-atLarge is a chapter of Sigma Theta Tau
International, the honor society of nursing representing four countries. The
chapter represents eligible student, faculty, alumnae and community leaders
from both Rhode Island College and the
University of Rhode Island , nursing
departments.
Carol R. Shelton, assistant professor
of nursing, of Cranston, made a recent
presentation at the Second Annual
Women's Policy Research Conference
held in Washington, D.C. Her paper was
entitled "Midwifery in a Large Inner City Hospital: Implications for Prenatal
Care."

Dr. Bonaventura
remembered by
College
Memorial Fund established
in her honor
With the sudden passing of Dr. Elisa F.
Bonaventura on May 13, 1990, Rhode
Island College lost a true friend and a
great teacher. Dr. Bonaventura had been
associated with the College since entering
as a student in the fall of 1945. At the time
of her death she was a professor of special
education.
In her honor the Elisa F. Bonaventura
Memorial Fund was established. All contributions should be mad e to the Rhode
Island College Foundation Elisa F.
Bonaventura Memorial Fun d.
TEACHER, PIONEER, FULL PROFFESSOR. Dr. Bonaventura · represented
the essence of those encomiums. Descriptions of her work over time bear them out.
TEACHER: ''Technical competence in
the learning problems of children'' wrote
one of her former department chairman in
1969. In 1978, another chairman .wrote
"Dr . Bonaventura exemplifies all the positive factors associated with the word
teacher."
PIONEER: After teaching in the elementary grades and serving as an elementary school principal, Dr . Bonaventura
returned to the classroom as the first special education teacher in the West Warwick school system. Later she became the
teacher of an experimental special class in
the Henry Barnard School. This class was
the folll}dation experience for the formation of the Special Education Department's
learning disabilities
teacher
training program and the direction of the
remainder of her career.
FULL PROFESSOR: "New faculty
turn to her for professional and technical
counsel;"
"veritable master teacher
whose experience and training bridge the
gap between diagnostic and teaching disciplines."
Those quotes help _to explain why Dr.
Bonaventura was so revered by colleagues
and s·h1dents alike. Her professorial activity included research on the predictability
of learning problems in young children,
servcie on a variety of college, state
departmentofeducation,andlocalschool
committees and inumerable presentations
to professional groups. Within special education circles she was known as the "the
Doctor of Learning Disabilities." Faculty
and sh1dents constantly turned to her for
consultation and advice on learning problems.
Surely Dr. Bonaventura will be
remembered as a great person and a complete professional by all who knew her.

PRINTING

TCI Press

Contributed by Paul Sherlock, professor
of special education

Research and Grants Administration:

Request for proposals
The Office of Res earch and Grants Administration -will be providing infonnation to faculty and
staff about requests for proposals (RFPs) on a regular basis in this column. Faculty and staff
interested in obtaining further infonnation or applications and guidelines need only circle the
nwnb er of the RFP on the coupon below and send it to the office in Roberts 312.

1. American Philosophical Society:
General Research
Grant
Program.
Awards support basic research in all fields
of learning by those holding a doctoral degree or the equivalent. Grants are intended to help defray research costs such as
travel and the collection and preparation
of materials. Maximum award levels
range from $3000 to $4000. Program has
Feb. 1, April 1, Aug. 1, Oct. 1, and D~c.
1 deadlines . NEXT DEADLINE: Aug. 1.

2. Council for International Exchange
of Scholars: Fulbright Awards for
Research, Lectureships and Travel. Supports postdoctoral research, university
lecturing and travel in over 100 countries.
Deadlines, disciplines and types of grants
vary by country. Program announcement
lists the proper contact for specific areas.
August deadline is for activities in
Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle
East; lecturing awards in Mexico, Venezuela and the Caribbean; and travel only
to
France,
Italy
and
Germany.
DEADLINE: Aug. 1.

3. National Endowment for the Huin
manities: Humanities . Projects
Libraries and Archives. Supports programs to increase public understanding of
the humanities through the discovery, interpretation and greater appreciation of
books and other resources in libraries and
archives. Projects should address one of
the following areas: the appreciation and
interpretation of cultural works; the illumination of historical ideas, figures and
events; or an understanding of the humanities disciplines. Two types of support are
offered: planning grants (2/2/90 , 5/4/90,
8/3/90, and ll /2/90 deadlines) and implementation grants (3/16/90 and 9/14/90
deadlines). NEXT DEADLINE : Aug. 3.

4. Organization of American States:
OAS Fellowship Program. Fellowships
support research or advanced graduate
study in any field except the medical sciences. Awards are made for periods of
tlrree months to two years and are tenable
in any OAS member country. Candidate
must provide evidence of acceptance at
university or research site or demonstrate
that adequate facilities will be provided
for the research. DEADLINE: Aug. 31.

· S. American Honda Foundation: Grants
Program. Awards are made to non-profit
organizations, including colleges and universities, for projects that meet the most
pressing needs of youth and scientific education. Emphasis is on broad, innovative
and forward-thinking projects with national scope tl1at are dedicated to improving the human condition of mankind.
Grants during the past year ranged from
$17,000 to $65,000. DEADLINE: Aug.

1.
6. Fogarty International Center: International Research FeUowship Program.
Provides opportunities
for foreign
postdoctoral biomedical and behavioral
scientists who are in the formative stages
of their careers to extend their research
experience in a U.S. institution. Applicants must be selected by the nominating
committee in their country and be invited
by a U.S. scientist. The fellowships are
awarded for 1-2years and provide stipend,
travel and institutional allowance . More
than 50 countries/regions participate in
this program. DEADLINE: Aug. 1.

7. Retirement Research Foundation:
Grant Program on Problems of the Aging.
Program has four major goals: to increase
availability and effectiveness of community programs to maintain older persons in
independent environments; to improve the
quality of nursing home care; to provide
new and expanded opportunities for older
persons in employment and volunteer
service; and to support basic, applied and
policy research which seeks solutions to
problems of the aged. Projects with new
approaches and with potential for national
or regio.nal impact are of particular interest. DEADLINE: Aug. 1.

8. Eppley Foundation: Research Grants
in Advanced Science. Support for research in advanced scientific subjects in
the biological and physical sciences.
Grants are made to recognized educational and charitable organizations in support
of postdoctoral projects. The Foundation
is interested in supporting research where
federal support is not available. Grants of
up to $30,000 support one year of research. DEADLINE: Aug. 1.

9. National Science Foundation: Informal Science Education Program. Supports projects that focus on personal
interactive learning of science, mathematics, and technology outside the formal
educational system. A variety of media
are supported including broadcasting,
museums, clubs and other sources of
direct science experience. Projects that
are both cost effective and mutually reinforcing and that serve the needs of a wide
spectrum of age groups and interests are
encouraged. Note: Deadline cited is a
target date. Proposals may be submitted at
any time. DEADLINE: Aug. I.
10.

National

Science

Foundation:

Teacher Enhancement Program. Supports
efforts to enrich and enhance the teaching
experience of teachers of science, math
and technology. Funds are provided for
such activities as seminars, conferences
and research participation opportunities
for teachers who can take a leadership
role in peer teaching and for teachers in
need of continuing education in science,
math and technology. DEADLINE: Aug.
1.
Office of Research and Grants
Administration
Please send me information on the following programs: (Circle programs of interest
to you. )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
Name :

8.

9.

10

Campus Address:

6/18/90

Last issue of What's News.
The Office of
News and Publications Services wishes its readers a safe
and happy summer. See you in the fall!

I

I

'

'

What's News, Monday, June 18, 1990-Page

3

A bridge -to the past
by Antonella Estrella
Beware when you cast your next stone.
You may be tossing away a link to our
past.
There are those people who will examine that stone before throwing it over
their shoulders. They do it for a living.
Deborah Cox, president of the Public
Archeology Lab (PAL) Inc., and . Alan
Leveillee, director of the educational program and principal investigator, are two
of the 40 people in the corporation whose
task is to help preserve New England's
past.
Cox, a North Kingstown resident,
received her bachelor's degree from
Rhode Island College and her masters
from Brown University. Leveillee, of
Warwick, attended RIC for both undergraduate and graduate schooling. He ·
studied under the direction of Dr. Pierre
Morenon arid Dr. Ruth C. Barnes.
The lab originated at Brown in 1977and
shut down five years later for financial
1easons.
Four of the professionals, including
Cox, who had been involved in the original lab, got together and opened up their
own private non-profit corporation in
1982. The office is now located on 387
Lonsdale Ave. Pawtucket.

'We can determine when the land was
occupied and the activities people participated in." /
A 9,000-year-old arrow head had been
found in the Hoskins section of Wickford
in North Kingston.
"It is one of the oldest cultural artifacts
associated with human activity," says
Leveillee.

"Any one object you find makes a
bridge to the past. The little boy in me
getting excited in archeology is still
there," says Leveillee.
One may search an entire area and only
find one artifact.
He adds, "It's like anticipating the lottery. One thing can make a big difference."

Their biggest project so far, which was
headed by Cox, was the Boston Central
Artery.
Before any building began, the entire
area had to be studied. Things that were
discovered ranged from the years 1632 to
the 1900s. The large variety of pottery
found demonstrates the impor~ce · of
Boston as a seaport in the 18th century,
says Cox.

~ny one object you find

makes a bridge to the past.
The little boy in me getting
excited in archeology is still
there,' says Leveillee.
Aside from Cox and ' Leveillee, Jeff
Goldman, a lab employee, and Demse
Mowchan and Sarah Greene, two former
lab employees, also attended RIC. Cox
and
Leveillee
both
have
"fond recollections of RIC."
Leveillee adds that his former professors were very helpful and "it's nice
working with them ·as colleagues."
"RIC is a 'great resource."
•

They also unearthed the fact that it was .
the first dry dock as well as information
on the woman who owned tbe first pottery
in the area.
Another important finding was the site
of Governor Winthrop's home which was
remodeled into the Three Cranes Tavern
and later burned down. The archeologists
1
also found Winthrop's g~ve site.

CHECKINGARTIFACTSfrom the LambertFarm are DeborahCox and Alan Leveillee. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)
The work of these archeologists is
referred to as "cultural resource management." They are usually hired by private
developers, towns and cities.
When these clients receive a permit to
build in a certain area they ·must go to the
preservation society of their state (e.g.
Rhode Island Historic Preservation Committee). There, the application is evaluated and it is determined whether or not
the site is of possible archeological interest.
This is where PAL comes in.
If the area at one time could have been .
inhabited by Indians, the agencies hire
PAL and consultants in other sciences to
research the area and provide information
fQf an Environmental Impact Statement.
They study the impact the construction
might have on the surroundings.
The exploration goes through different
phases. The first step is to evaluate the
landscape. To accomplish this, they do•a
''walk-over" of the area. Then the archeologists plan an excavation to determine how far back into history their
digging will take them.
These expolrers first dig two feet by two
feet test pits.
'We determine the presence or absence
of a prehistoric site. Then we plan with
the developers to conserve that site,'' says
Leveillee.

The excavation was ordered by federal
legislation. The tab was picked up by the
federal highway administration.

'
'

More than 350 invited guests from
North Providence and the Mount Pleasant
community showed up for the Rhode
Island College Recreation Center's Summertime Open House and Membership
Drive early this month.
Those attending the day-long event
were introduced to the Center's staff,
treated with refreshments and tours of the
facility, which includes a .fitness area,
swimming pool, full-sized track, tennis
courts, basketball and· volleyball courts,
saunas, and more.
In addition, information about costs
and summer activity programs were discussed. Among those on-going programs
are swimming instruction, water safety
clinics, water aerobics, land aerobics,
weight management sessions, weight
training programs, tennis lessons, basketball clinics, special events, and indivi, dualized programs.
i For further information about the
Center's fee structure and program, call
I 331-3213.The next membership drive is
I slated for September.

To give you an idea on price, their part
of the Boston Central Artery project cost
$1.2 million, says Cox.
For those interested, PAL is offering a
field school at Lambert Farm in Warwick.
During their digs archeologists have
found several artifacts, so the lab was
given three years to study the site.
They are now on their third year of excavation and they have found objects
dating back from 800 to 1000 years.
From these findings, the archeologists
have discovered what people were making; what they were thinking of (ceremonial aspects), and whar they were
processing in foods.
The Lambert Farm dig is an opportunity that will not come up again, Laveillee
feels.

...

\

Open House for
Rec Center ·a success

How does PAL bill its clients?
"Either by the hour or we submit a proposal," states Leveillee.
Several things are considered in proposals. The area of research is landscaped
to figure its size. The design is investigated according to what is known of the
area. A schedule is made and a breakdown of human power on a project-byproject basis.
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29 high school students graduate from
Upward Bound program at RIC June 4th
Some 29 students from the six targeted
Rhode Island high schools in the federally
·funded Upward Bmmd program graduated in ceremonies June 4 at the Rhode
Island College Faculty Center.
Th_e students-from Central Falls, East
Providence, Central, Hope, Mount Pleasant and Shea high schools-their parents
- and friends joined invited educational
leaders and RIC Upward Bound staff and
College administrators for dinner and
remarks by Michael L. Vaughan, an engineer at the Naval Underwater Systems
Center in Newport.
Recipient of the $500 Upward Bound
Alumni Scholarship, which wasestablished last year, is Kimberley C. Davis, a
senior at East Providence High School.
She will enter Connecticut College in the

ALPHA KAPPA DELTA INITIATES
are (top) Nilza Oliveira of East Providence, a junior, and Desiree Ciam.brone (bottom) of Cranston, who will
be a senior in the fall. Both had enrolled through the Preparatory Enrollment ·Program (PEP). Alpha Kappa
Delta is · the international sociology
honor society.

fall. ·

Winners of $250 scholarships as the
highest achievers from three of the four
targeted school districts are: Davis,
Nazley M. Guzman of Central Falls, and
Robert Medeiros of Shea.
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Upward Bound is a program that
reaches out to students who come from
disadvantaged backgrounds, who will be
first-generation college students, are in
their sophomore or junior years in high
school, ·and who, without special help,
would be considered potential high school
drop-outs, according to Mariam Z. Boyajian, director. • ~
The program at RIC will observe its
25th anniversary next year.
Since its inception at RIC, approximately 3,500 students have enrolled in the
program, with almost 95 percent of them
having gone on to college. Boyajian
reports that of those going to college,
more than 75 percent have persisted to
graduation.
"Most of the students are from minority populations, many of whom are not only responsible for themselves, but for
their brothers and sisters.
"Going on to college is a very important achievement, and a goal that was out
of reach (for them) without the help of the
counselors and . teachers of the Upward
Bound program,'' says Boyajian.

UPWARD BOUND graduate -Kimberley Davis (right) receives her diploma from
President John Nazarian as Mariam Boyajian, director, looks on. Site is the Faculty
Center June 4.
The graduates by high school and their
intended colleges are:

Hope
Alexis Alix, Community College of
Rhode Island (CCRI); Kim Opal Brooks,
University of Massach~tts at Amherst. ·

Central
Hong J. Him, RIC; Xang Kue, RIC;
Sokkim Mey, CCRI; Phiyo Sao, CCRI;
Lariza D. Sy, CCRI; Apbayrack Vongkaysone, CCRI.

Mt. Pleasant
Susette C. DaSilva, RIC; Suzette G.
Hamilton, RIC; Latsamy D. Phonisouvandara, University of Rhode Island
(URI); Albert F. Tyas, RIC.
.

For outstanding effort ...

East Pr~vidence
Kimberley C. Davis, Connecticut College; Kevin A. Ramos, Arizona State
University; Veronica J. M. Silva, Providence College; Taren M. Tavares, Boston
College.

Shea
Dennise DeLaRose, Connecticut College; Diana M. Hodgkinson, URI; Robert
Medeiros, Bentley College; Kimberly A.
Mendoz.a, RIC; Carlos A. Monteiro,
URI; Karla B. Samayoa, Boston College;
Idilia s. Silva, ecru.

Central Falls
Nazly M. Guzman, Boston College;
Anna M. Mieles, RIC; Cynthia Oviedo,
Boston University; Annette Rosa, URI;
Maria E. Ruiz, Boston College; Diana P.
Zuleta, deferred decision.

'Cultural Pursuit' festival
planned for Sept. 25-27
"Cultural Pursuit'' - A Festival of Cultures, is planned for Sept. 25-27 to involve members of the Rhode Island
College community in "a celebration of
the diversity and multiculturalism of our
campus," it was announced by John
Salesses, chairman of the RIC Committee
on Human Relations.
Faculty. staff and students are invited to
take an active role in the three-day festival
by identifying and/or presenting programs
related to multicultural understanding,
says Salesses.

Lois M. Thompson, who graduated in May, 1989from the Rhode Island College
School of Social Work, was the recipient of the second annual "Child Welfare" student manuscript competition. The award was presented to her in March.

Activities currently in planning include
a food festival, a dance performance, a
workshop on making family trees and a
video series.

The committee is looking for people to
contribute programs and/or who know of
someone on campus who can contribute
costumes, recipes or cultural · dances.
Contact Kristen King or Doug Cureton
at the Campus Center at Ext. 8034.
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RIC faculty at EB; f3lectric Boat employees at RIC
' An interesting and valuable relationship'
by George LaTour

"Just take one class and give it a try, "
Sonia J. Reed of North Kingstown would
tell her female colleagues at the Electric
Boat Division of General Dynamics at
Quonset Point.
She refers to the benefit Electric Boat
(EB) offers to virtually all of its employees (not just those in management and not
just the men) ; namely, free college
courses through a relationship EB has
with Rhode Islal).d College.
Initial courses - about five each
semester on both the first and second
shifts - are taken at the EB facility.
These are general education (such as
mathematics and writing), industrial technology and elective courses. Other
courses, leading to a college degree, may
be taken at RIC through the College Office of Continuing Education.
"The only cost to EB employees,"
relates Susan Woloohojian, educational
services coordinator at EB, "is the books
for the courses.'' For those who choose to
get a degree at RIC and who are approved
by the College, EB gives them a reimbursement for tuition, lab and registration
fees.

' The only cost for our
employees is -the books.'
- Susan Woloohojian

Woloohojian, herself, is a RIC grad
who worked in the Office of Continuing
Education while a student.
Reed, who is a production auditor at
EB where she has been employed for the
past 15 years, sees the chance to take college courses right on site at EB and to
earn a degree at RIC as " a great benefit."
"I would like to see more women in the
program," she says. "We have a great
time." ·
'The best part is all the different people
you meet. .. from all different areas in the
company and at Rhode Island College.
You become a pretty close group," she
assures.
She and her husband, James, who also
works at EB and who is also participating
in the EB education benefit, are taking
"all industrial technology courses" and
"we enjoy it,'' she says.

Publications gets
CASE award for
music poster
Rhode Island College Office of News
and Publications Services has been cited
by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) for its flier for
the music department 's Bicho Concert in
April.
It was awarded a bronze medal, one of
21 given in this year's "Low Budget" category - "for materials produced with
very limited resources and printed outside
the institution."
CASE reports that RIC's entry was one
of 381 submitted nationally in this category. Five gold medal and 11 silver medal
winners were also selected.
The flier, promoting the 12th annual
Rita V. Bicho Memorial Scholarship
Concert, was produced as both a mailer
and poster to "announce the music concert while projecting a quality image of
the College," Robert K. Bower, director
of communications, had told the CASE
judges.
Some 2,100 had been printed at a unit
cost of 45 cents each, said Bower.
Michael Carr and Scott Mason of Space
Visual Design were the designers; Raymond Ragosta, assistant director of communications/publications, was the editor
and coordinated its production.

L DYNAMICS
ElectricBoatDivision
QuonsetPointFacility

'

\

ELECTRIC BOAT EMPLOYEES are (from left) Susan Woloohojian, educational
services coordinator and RIC aluinna, Mel Bridge of Warwick, Sonia Reed of North
Kingstown, Stephen Cournoyer of Jamestown, and Ed Langford of Johnston. All but
Woloohojian are enrolled in the EB program which offers college courses on site or
at RIC free of charge to hourly salaried employees through an EB-RIC relationship
which began in 1983. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)

"It gives us something in common.
After supper, we just open the books,''
says Reed. And, if she and her husband
can do it with nine children (five are her's
from a previous marriage and four are his) ... well .. .it can be done.

Thus far, he's taken general education
courses along with some industrial technology, business and other elective
courses for about two-and-a-half years
toward the Bachelor of Science track he
plans to pursue at RIC.

' It's something that's been in the interest of
Electric Boat and has served us well. '
Bachelor of Science
For Stephen Cournoyer of Jamestown,
a welding technician at EB for the past 13
years, it's an "interesting and valuable
program."
Cournoyer, who is single, finds "the
hardest thing is saying 'No' to my friends
when it's time to do a paper" for one of
the courses.

- William Swigart for R. l. College
Melvin "Mel" G. Bridge of Warwick,
a senior planner, who has been at EB for
six years, has about 30 credits to go (usually three per course) before he earns his
bachelor's degree in industrial technology, one of several possible degrees EB
employees may earn.
Some 120 credits are needed to graduate from college.

He and his wife, Marcia, have five
children from 19 to 29 years of age. He
generally fmds "little problem" with
course-related homework, particularly,
he says, because he doesn't watch television.
·
Edward G. Langford of Johnston, in
· middle management at EB for the past
two years, graduated from RIC this spring
after some seven years of study. He
received a bachelor of science degree in
industrial technology.
He found the RIC faculty "very helpful, very cooperative."
"I probably never would have completed the degree requiremen.ts without
them, particularly Bill Kavanaugh," says
Langford.
William F. Kavanaugh, an associate
professor of industrial technology, is director of RIC's new Center for Industrial
Technology and; with Walter Crocker ,
then dean of the School of Continuing Education and Community Service, founded
the EB-RIC relationship in the fall of
1983.

' We have a great time. '
.,- Sonia Reed

Started with 30
'We started with a group of 30 managers of which 12 have now graduated,'' says
William E. Swigart, RIC's director of
continuing education.
Today, 32 people, who had begun
courses at EB , have graduated from the
College, he adds.
Another 35 EB employees, including
hourly salaried people, are currently on
the degree track.
The RIC-EB relationship is 1 'something
that's been in the interest of Electric Boat
and has served us well," attests Swigart,
who doesn't hesitate to begin naming an
impressive list of full-time RIC faculty
who have taught the EB students.
Assures Sonia Reed for Electric Boat
employees: 'Taking courses together
builds team spirit, camaraderie, morale. I
highly recommend it."

R.I. College receives 2nd installntent check
of $8,000 front N .E. Telephone
President John Nazarian was presented
with the second installment check of
$8,000 from New England Telephone
Company which has granted Rhode
Island College a total award of $24,000
over three years as part of the corporation's President's
Special Academic
Award Program. The College was given
the first installment in April, 1989.
Robert Drapeau, community relations
manager at N.E. Telephone, represented
the company during the award ceremonies
held recently in the President's office.
President Nazarian graciously accepted
the check on behalf of the College.
"It certainly gives me great pleasure to
accept this check for the College,''
Nazarian said. "Please accept my thanks
and assurance that its use will be to help
support the excellent educational programs and projects we offer students of
Rhode Island College."
According to John F. Killian, vice president of N.E . Telephone's Rhode Island
branch, the grant "recognizes and
rewards public and private post-secondary
schools which show a consistently high
standard of quality both in the programs
they run and the students they graduate .''
The College will receive the final installment check next year.

College President John Nazarian accepts the check from Robert Drapeau, communi•
ty relations manager for New England Telephone.
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'The Promise of Tomorrow'*
The 1990
Rhode Island College
Graduating Class

GRADUATING SENIOR Ann Butmarc 'reflects' the commencement procession with her sunglasses.

• Commencement address title by Richard Oster,
President and Chief Executive Officer, Cookson America.
Gail Giambazi receives her degree from President John Nazarian.

What's News
Photos by
Gordon E. Rowley

Above: SURVIVOR OF THE TERROR IN CAMBODIA; Dith Pran
addresses a College gathering outside the School of Social Work
Building after commencement May 19 at which he was awarded an
honorary Doctorate of Public Service degree. His wife is at left.

At right: Commencement speaker Richard Oster and Gordon
Park§,bothhonorary degree recipients, quietly await the procession
to begin.
A WOK FROM ABOVE: Under sunny skies more than 1,000 bachelor and master de.gree candidates gathered to receive their
hard-earned diplomas.
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They came...
they danced...
they were honored:
Commencemenit Gala
May 18, 1990
At left: Chemistry professor John Wlllimnsdanced away the night ·.
.withhis wifeJane, a nursing prof'€SSor
~ during one of the most well" attended Rhode Island CollegeGala's in recent years. The event was
pac\ed with f~, ente~ent,
great fo9d~ and .surpris~~.'

At right: SINGIN

at the Gal,;~ ar~ ·
brought back tu ·

,At right: '.STA:JfF~T~ with P,,-esident
.JQbn Nazarian (left) at
the Gala are (I ro r) Elena Palloni, HardweU "Gus" August and
Robert CaViU.laugh~
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Students in training program put
their handicraft skills to use
Make curtains for College conference
by Cynthia L. Sousa

(Left to right) Xee Kha, Makara Chea and Sam Un work on the curtains at the Genesis Center.

When industrial tech instructor Lee
Collins advertised in the March 5 issue of
What's News for businesses to donate
fabric from which curtains could be
made, she never expected so much help.
The curtains are needed for two residence halls which will be home for more
than 300 visitors at the International
Graphic Arts Education Association's
conference August 5-10 on campus.
Country Curtains had already donated
50 pair of curtains, but material was needed to make 250 more pair.
Bolts of material began coming in.
Slater Mill Fabrics donated enough
material for more than 50 pair, Cranston
Print Works contributed some material,
as did the Worcester Company of North
Providence.
With all the cloth available, Collins,
who is coordinating the conference, just
needed people to sew the curtains.
As if in answer to Collins' prayers,
Karon Dionne, who directs the Community College of Rhode Island's Intensive Tuilored Training Program at the
Genesis Center on Providence's Potters
Avenue, offered to have her students make
the curtains as part of their training!
The students are Hmong women who
are presently receiving public assistance
aid and benefits in order to survive. Tpey
have enrolled in the training program to
learn life- and job-coping skills to help
them adapt to living in America.
"Most of them are illiterate in their
native tongue and in English and don't
have any American job skills," says .
Dionne.
The women do, however, have a natural
talent for handiwork such as embroidery
and sewing.

For years, Southeast Asian women have
been making handsome quilts, tablecloths
and pillow cases, often depicting life in
their culture.

After they complete 24 weeks of training (30 hours per week) the women have
been promised jobs making $5. 80 an hour
as stitchers at the Worcester Company.

The women do, however, have a natural talent for
hantf.iwork such as embroidery and sewing.
So, the curtain project was just right for
them to work on.
So far they have made 100 pair of curtains. A few of the women only needed to
glance at the pattern and without firrther
instructions, sewed the curtains. The rely
on their own methods of hemming since
they are unfamiliar with rulers.

Filling out job applications, preparing
for job interviews, familiarity with jop
duties and rules, are just a few cultural
problems that the students face.
The goal of the program is to place the
student in entry-level employment. Both
the student and the prospective employer
are assisted by the staff during the training
period ·as well as prior to ·placement.

Dionne and bilingual coun~lors help
the students with pre-vocational skills and
· job-specific English language. They provide the. instruction, support services,

Collins says she "appreciates the help
so much" and adds that the curtains,
which are very well sewn, will add
privacy and comfort to the rooms which
the conference attendees will stay in.

mental health counseling, career counseling, and follow-up needed to maximize
the students' success.

The finished curtains will be stored by
the College for future conferences.

RIC to host 65th graphic arts education _conference
The 65th annual conference of the International Graphic Arts Education Association (IGAEA) will be hosted by Rhode
Island College August 5-10.
Centered in the College's Center for Industrial Technology, the conference will
offer a wide range of sharing, learning
and informational activities as well as
social events for the members attending
and their families.
Keynote speaker Robert Skoglund (fhe
Humble Farmer) wiil open the first general session with some "Down East" humor, setting the conference tone of
"education, fellowship and fun."
The program will be a mix of technical
and professional presentations, hands-on

demonstrations and workshops, social activities and informal gatherings to discuss
issues related to graphic arts education.
Presentations will include that by 3M
company on "Managing and Recruiting
in the year 2000," PIA-Georgia on "Certification in the Graphic Arts" and Corning, Inc. of New York on "Fiber Optics
101..,
Bus field trips will include a tour of
Compugraphics
headquarters
in
Massachusetts, the MIT Visual Medical
Lab, the Providence Journal and the State
House. Dinner on a Bay Queen cruise is
set for August 9.

An extensive calendar of events is planned for members' spouses and their
children, including trips to Roger Williams Park Zoo, Slater Mill, the Newport
mansions and an ocean visit to Sand Hill
Cove.
The conference is being coordinated by
Lenore D. Collins, instructor in industrial
technology, and her committee.

''The (College) administration, faculty
and staff have been extremely helpful in
overcoming problems and are very excited about the conference. We will be
ready to extend a very warm welcome to
the members of the IGAEA family,'' ·says
Collins.
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Kappa Delta Pi
initiates 95
Kappa Delti Pi, Epsilon Rho Chapter of
Rhcxle Island College, initiated, 95 new
members in May 16 ceremonies in Gaige
Hall auditorium before some 250 family
members and friends.
The chapter had been inactive for about
10 years.
President John Nazarian extended congratulations on behalf of the College to
the initiates. John Bucci, associate dean
of the School of Education and Human
Development, conducted the initiation
ceremony with assistance from Kappa
Delta Pi members.
The honor society's Epsilon Rho Chapter recognizes students in an education
ourriculum who have a grade point average of 3. 30 or higher. They must also
have completed 50 or more earned credits
of which at least 25 are RIC credits.
Applicants must also have completed or
be programmed for a minimum of 12
hours in education credits.
Bucci is in great part responsible for
reactivating the organization. ·
''We had some people interested in the
honor society, so I decided to go to the
national meeting and there I picked up
some literature on · the organization. ''
The 95 initiates represent all the
members currently in the Epsilon Rho
Chapter. There are 1,661 students in the
School of Education.

INITIATES IN KAPPA DELTA PI are 0-r) Dina Cinamj of Johnston, Leslie Grace Conlon of Providence, Madeline Crocker of
Rumford and Pamela Delbonis of Cranston. They were among the 95 Rhode Island College students inducted into the national
honor society for those who excell in teacher education. The ceremonies were held in Gaige Hall auditorium May 16. (What's News
Photo by George LaTour)

R.I. College summer math institute to offer
special math courses for ·secondary school teachers
A two-day summer institute August 2122 at ~ode Island College will offer several special courses for teachers of
secondary school mathematics.
Meeting from 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.
each day in Horace Mann Hall, the institute will focus on Integrating Software into
the - Secondary
Mathematics
Curriculum. It will instruct teachers in
the use - of several computer software
packages for teaching math, says Helen
E. Salzberg, assistant chairperson of the
College department of mathematics/ computer science.
Teachers will have ·the opportunity to
use this software and to write material that
integrates it into their own classes, says
Salzberg.
Topics include algebraic manipulation
and graphing for Algebra I and II, and
problem solving and spreadsheet data exploration for non-col~ege-bound students.

Teachers may attend one or both or the
day-long workshops.

The courses will meet at a time convenient to teachers' schedules.

One graduate credit (optional) will be
available for an enrollment fee of $28.
The two-day institute itself is free of
charge. Lunch and refreshments will be
available at a charge of $9.50 .each day.
The institute is being sponsored by the
mathematics/computer science department in conjunction with Workforce 2000
and the Excellence in Teaching Mathe ..
matics Project.

Next spring, the department will be offering a ''unique mathematics education
course,'' namely, a Workshop for Secondary S~hool Mathematics Teachers.

In · addition, several mathematics
courses, which are of special interest to
math teachers,, will be offered at RIC during the summer and next academic year.
They are: Number Theory and Discrete
Mathematics (both this summer); History
· of Mathematics (Fall 1990); and Foundations of Geometry and Discrete Mathematics (Spring 1991).

Dr. Bernie Siegel
welcomed to College

The entire course will be linked to the
newly issued standards for curriculum.
Topics to be included are geometry, problem solving and technology, all .areas
chosen as the result of a needs' survey of
math teachers throughout the state, according to Salzberg.
For more details on the summer institute workshops, contact Donna M. Christy,
assistant
professor
of
mathematics/computer science, at 456988t For more information on the
courses, contact the department office at
456-8038.
,

Rhcxle Island College Department of
Nursing co-sponsored a lecture early this
month titled "A Celebration of Living"
by well-known medical author and founder of Exceptional Cancer Patients
(ECaP), Bernie S. Siegel, M.D.
The lecture was presented by Congresswoman Claudine Schneider in honor of
National Cancer Survivors Day, nationally celebrated on June · 3. In the early
1970s, the Congresswoman battled
Hodgkins disease, a form of cancer.
Since overcoming the disease, she has
been an advocate of early diagnosis, prevention and health promotion.
Siegel has become well-known for his
treatment of cancer through ECaP, a specific form of individual and group therapy
utilizing patient's dreams, drawings and
images. It is based on "carefrontation," a
loving, safe, therapeutic confrontation,
which facilitates personal change and
healing. He and his wife, Bobbie have coauthored many articles. They travel extensively sharing their techniques through
lectures and workshops.
Siegel, who is the author of Love, Medicine & Miracles and Peace, Love &
Healing, is very involved in humanizing
medical education and making the medical profession aware of the mind/body
connection, according to his press agent.
He attended Colgate University and
Cornell University Medical College and
did his surgical training at Yale New
Haven Hospital and the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh. He is currently a pediatric and general surgeon in New Haven,
Conn.
Other local sponsors for the lecture included: VNA of Rhode Island Hospice;
Hospice Care, a program of Kent County
VNA; Little Compton Nursing Association; Visiting Nurse Hospice of Newport
County; Valley Hospice of VNA
Pawtucket, Central Falls, Lincoln and
Cumberland; Northwest Community
Nursing and Health Services; Hospice
Program of the VNA of Washington
County -and Jamestown; Hospice Care of
Greater Woonsocket VNA; Chronic Epstein Barr Virus Support Group, and
Seagulls Support Group.

ANNIVERSARY TEACHER SCHOLARSHIPS from the Class of 1959 at Rhode Island College are awarded to John DeCristofaro
(center) of Cranston and Graziella Giampaoli of Johnston by College President John Nazarian at recent ceremonies in Alumni
Lounge.
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Boyer receives
national award
Rhcxle Island College honors student,
Peter Boyer, who delivered two standingroom-only concerts of his orginal piece
"Requiem," this spring in Newport and
Providence received the pretigious national Boy Scouts of America Young
American Award Friday, May 25 at the
organiz,ation's Biennial Meeting of the
National Council in Baltimore, Md.
According to the Boy Scouts Director of
the Order of the ,Arrow Honorary Society, Allen Mossman, Boyer was choosen
"because of his outstanding musical accomplishments and his excellent academic record."
"We select people from the fabric of
America who have demonstrated exceptional talent,'' he said. "Peter is a fine
young man, an accomplished musician
and a good student. ''
Referring to his world-premiere performance of "Requiem," which he researched, wrote, orchestrated,
and
conducted, Mossman said, "Peter has
certainly done something outstanding."
As a recipient of the award, Peter and
his mother, Sandy Boyer received an allexpense paid, three-day trip to Maryland,
complete with tours of the city and special
scheduled events during their stay, according to Mossman. Boyer also received
an "unrestricted grant" of $5,000.
In January, Boyer was recognized · by
USA 1DDAY as among the nation's "best
and brightest" college students after a nationwide search. He is a member of the
paper's first All-USA College Academic

Ridgway Shinn Jr. Study Abroad Fund
awards ··its first scholarships
Gregory Grant, a junior at Rhode
Island College, and Scott Weston, a
senior, are both recipients of the Ridgway
F. Shinn Jr. Study Abroad Fund within
the RIC Foundation.
They were each granted over $2,000
towards their overseas education.
To be eligible, a RIC student must "be
in good academic standing,'' according to
the guidelines. Proposals presented must
be for a minimum of three months and a
maximum of 24 months.

Team.
A Greenville resident, Boyer will enter
his senior year in September and plans to
graduate with a degree in music in May,
1991.

* COMMENCEME

11

GREGORY GRANT

Grant, a Latin American Studies major, will travel to Chile, South America.
During the first part of his visit, he will
correspond with College faculty and earn
credit on independent studies for several
of his classes.
The North Providence resident will
also attend an institute for foreign speakers to improve his Spanish.
During the second half of the year, he
will engage in courses at a Santiago university.
Weston, who is working on a double
major in psychology and anthropology, is
beaded for Switzerland.
His interest in the human rights field is
leading him towards the American College near Geneva, Switzerland. Geneva is
the headquarters of many humanitarian
organiz,ations, says the Barrington resident.
He is also planning to apply for an internship program which involves. many
international organizations. An example
is the center for human rights at the
United Nations.
The fund was established by Ridgway
F. Shinn Jr. and many of his friends and
former students, marking ·his retirement
of 29 years of service at RIC. It enables
the College students to study and live for
a period of time outside the United States.
According to Shinn, the fund now has
approximately $65,000.
·
And bow do Grant and Weston feel
about receiving this valuable award?
"Relieved. Without it, I wouldn't be
going to Chile,'' says Grant.
Adds Weston: 'There's a possibility I
would have gone to Switzerland without
the scholarship, but now its definite."

SCOIT WESTON
Thanks to the generosity of ~hode

Island College alumni, faculty,
staff, and friends, study opportunities in other countries are becoming a reality through the
Ridgway F. Shinn, Jr., Study
Abroad Fund.
For .further giving opportunities,
inquire through the Development
Office, Rhode Island College,
(401) 456-8105.

{continued from page 1)

President Nazarian conferred the
honorary degrees to the recipients as presented by Provost Willard F. Enteman
with the assistance of Gary M. Penfield,
vice president for student affairs, as well
as the advanced degrees with the
assistance of John J. Salesses, dean of the
School of Graduate Studies, and baccalaureate degrees · with the assistance of
the respective deans and the director of
the Center for Industrial Technology.
A new record was established for the
annual class gift.
The Golden Anniversary Class of 1940
presented a check for over $24,000 to
President Nazarian along with a promise
to "increase the amount even more."

Members of the class, Sydney Cohen
and Louis Yosinoff, challenged next
year's Golden Anniversary Class to exceed that"'
amount and establish its own
record and each Golden Anniversary
Class thereafter to do likewise.
Doreen R. DeLuca, a master's degree
candidate, addressed the graduates as did
Melissa S. Moore, president of the Class
of 1990.
Renee Lamontagne sang 1he National
Anthem; the Rev. Gail Wheelock, chaplain, gave the invocation; Stephen T.
Martorella conducted the RIC Wind Ensemble; Crist H. Costa, chairman of the
Council of Rhcxle Island College, opened
and closed the ceremony.

HENRY BARNARD SCHOOL PLAY: (Left to right) Jason Dix, Guy Shaffe~ and
Jodi Mesollela act out their parts in 'The Immigrants," a full-length play wntten,
and directed by their fifth grade teacher, Sharon Fennessey. The performpro d uce d
• chooI, 1am
'-' ily, and f nen
· ds.
Hall , was attended by th e entires
ance, on June 8 l·n G11ioe
(What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)

PICNIC TIME: Nina Wasti of Glocester, wife of Prof. Salman Wasti of the Rhode
Island College biology department, helps herself to some salad at the International
Picnic to raise funds for the Ridgway F. Shinn Jr. Study Abroad Fund at RIC. More
than $1,200 was donated. Site of the picnic, which was attended by some 80 persons,
including President John Nazarian and Professor Emeritus Shinn, on Sunday, May
20, was the home of Prof. Amritjit and Premjit Singh in Lincoln. (What's News Photo
by George LaTour)
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Miss R.I. College has eye on state and Miss America titles
by George LaTour
If brains, beauty and talent count,
Cranston's Linda A. Michael, an Honors
Program student at Rhode Island College,
should be selected Miss Rhode Island on
June 30 and Miss America next year.
To be crowned Miss America is certainly "an attainable goal," she feels, despite
the fact that no one from Rhode Island
ever has been so selected in the Miss
America Pageant since its inception in
1921.
But, it is only one of her goals.
She expects to have fun in the running
and to meet interesting people while continuing to develop her potential.
Another important goal of the 20-yearold blonde communications major is to
· promote
environmental
and
antidrug/anti-drinking issues among young
people.
Linda feels further national exposure
will only aid her in her "cause ·s."
Yes. Further national exposure.
You see, Linda is the first and only
Rhode Islander to have won - at age 16
- the title Miss Teenage America in national competition.
As · such, she traveled widely and
rubbed elbows with the big shots, including the President of the United States,
Ronald Reagan, and any number of show
biz personalities.
And, as Miss National Teenage America, she was named national spokesperson
for Arrive Alive America (AAA), an antidrug use/anti-drunk driving program.

Her latest triumph - being crowned
Miss Rhode Island College at one of five
preliminary pageants around the state on
April 6. The preliminaries precede the
June 30 state pageant at 7 p.m. in
Cranston West High School for Miss
Rhode Island.

In addition ...
In addition to her God-given good looks
which she enhances through impeccable
grooming, Linda apparently was blessed
with a high intelligence and artistic talent,
both of which she has fostered through
hard work and dedication.

At Wheeler she took first place in the
school science fair and followed that with
a first place in the Providence Journal
State Science Fair as well as taking a
Presidential Environmental Award. All
her projects had to do with preserving the
environment.
She says she ''was attracted to Rhode
Island College'' because of its General
Education Honors Program, which she
has since found "is just as fine as any offered anywhere.''
Termed "a bright person" by Spencer
Hall, professor of English and Honors
Program director, Linda is, he says,
"someone we're happy to have in the program.''

Teen Pageant in

"You're always competing with yourself," assures Linda, explaining, ''when
you're striving for excellence, you can't
be concerned about what others are doing."
The RIC junior does appear comfortable with herself and not overly impressed
by her accomplishments to date. She radiates confidence which, one suspects, is
both a natural result of those accomplishments and a considerable amount of pageant training.

About Miss America
Linda says if she wins the title of Miss
Rhode Island this June, it would mean
competing for the title of Miss America
for 1991.
About _the Miss America Pageant: she
explains that the judging is based 40 percent on a seven-minute personal interview
by the judges; 30 percent on a twominute-and-fifty-second talent presentation; 15 percent on the swimsuit
competiton (contestents may not wear a
two-piece bathing suit "or anything too
revealing''), and 15 percent on presentation of oneself in an evening gown.
When asked about her chances of competing against the ladies from the Deep
South - doesn't Miss Mississippi or
Miss Texas ALWAYSwin the Miss America Pageant? - Linda points out that she's
already ''competed with girls from the
Southern states ... and won!''
Rumor has it that the Southern states
spend huge amounts of money for their
contestants, amounts that virtually no
Northern state has been willing to match.
Nevertheless, Linda believes · the "pageants are not money contests."

C

Miss Teenage America
While making the necessary appearances around the country as Miss Teenage
America and AAA spokesperson, Linda
continued her high school studies with a
private tutor, so she was able to graduate
with her class at Wheeler.
Back in her home state, Miss Teenage
America was accorded her own "Linda
Michael Day'' on June 6 by Gov. Edward
D. DiPrete, and again on Sept. 25 by
Cranston mayor, Michael A. Traficante.
Miss Teenage America is only one of
her pageant successes which - more or
less - began at age 3 while on a cruise
ship with her parents, Joseph M. Michael
Sr. and Rose (Marcello) Michael.
As her parents explained to her years
later, 'v:fhe crew thought I was adorable
with my banana curls and crowned me
Queen of the Ship,'' relates Linda between chuckles and a certain amount of
embarrassment.
Mom and Dad certainly had been encouraged by this and soon entered her in
a baby pageant, says Linda. Of course,
she won.
Pageant after pageant followed.
Linda was to become Miss Rhode
Island Pre-Teen, Miss Rhcxle Island National Photogenic Pre-Teen, the Barbiz.on
Model of the Year, and the Rhode Island
Teen
Model
Discovery,
among
· others ... many others.
"I had fun and learned to love being
before an audience. I grew in confidence
and kept winning pageants,'' she says.

winner at the U.S.
Missouri in 1985.

'You're always competing
with yourself,' she assures,
explaining 'when you 're striving for excellence, you can't
be concerned about what
others are doing.'

MISS R.I. COLLEGE Linda Michael with her crown and a copy of a magazine with
her picture on the cover as Miss National Teenage America. (What's News Plwto by
George LaTour)
In the fourth grade she had been
selected for the Project Gifted Program,
having already displayed superior intelligence . . She attended the Oakland School
in Cranston and then the Wheeler School
in Providence and ''went through (both)
with honors."

"I've enjoyed the honors program immensely,'' assures Linda, adding, ,-,I
think I've been very successful in the program and it's been good to me."
Having begun piano lessons at age 6,
Linda developed into a classical pianist
and became the National Grand Talent

''You can't be thinking that when you
go to these contests. It's up to the individual,'' she says with conviction.
Obviously, Linda would love to be Miss
America, ,one of the reasons being the
scholarship money awarded, which she
considers "important." She would use
such money to help her get a master's degree in communications.
After that, she would like to "get in the
media'' as a TV newscaster and, perhaps,
also teach college communications part
time.
But, win or lose, Linda Michael thinks
"it would be fabulous to go to the Miss
America Pageant,'' and "an honor to represent the people of Rhode Island.''

RIC's 'chess queen' is off to Soviet Union to
colllpete in Women's World Chess lllatches
Rhode Island College's Sharon Burtman, 21, of Stoughton, Mass., is in the
Soviet Union for the two-month-long
1990 Women's World Chess Championships, reports the Boston Herald.
She and Moscow-born Anna Aksharumova, 33, now of Brookline, Mass., and
an unnamed third woman, are representing the United States in the Soviet Repub-

lie of Georgia.

Championship.

Burtman, the youngest of the top 10
women players in the United States, qualified as the winner of recent playoffs at the
Boylston Club and in Newton against
Shernaz Mistry-Kennedy, 36, of New
York, and Vesna Dimitrijevic, 37, of
Cambridge. The three had tied for second
place in the 1989 U.S. Women's Chess

Aksharumova qualified as the holder of
the U.S. Women's Championship title
from 1987-89.
·
Having arrived in the United States in
1986, she was the first woman in history
to be rated among the top 50 chess players
in the U.S. She had played chess professionally in the U.S.S.R. Aksharumova
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currently holds the title of Women's International Grandmaster.
Burtman and Aksharumova will have to
make their way though the preliminary
competition-consisting
of 40 women
from armmd the world-to be among the
10 finalists.
The victor will get to challenge the
Soviet Women's World Champion, Maya
Chilburdanidze, in the fall.
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